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FOR GENERAL RELEASE 
 
 
1. SUMMARY AND POLICY CONTEXT: 
 

1.1 Under the Council’s Petition Scheme if a petition contains more than 1,250 
signatures and is not petition requesting officer evidence, it will be debated by 
the Full Council. 

 
1.2 The e-petition has resulted in triggering a debate at the council meeting, having 

exceeded the threshold with a total of 2,475 signatures confirmed at the time of 
printing the report. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

2.1 That the petition is noted and referred to the Housing & New Homes Committee 
for consideration at its meeting on the 18th September 2019. 

 
3.  RELEVANT BACKGROUND INFORMATION / CHRONOLOGY OF KEY 

EVENTS: 
  

3.1 The Petition 
 

Adopt the Homeless Bill of Rights for Brighton and Hove. 
  
 Lead Petitioner – Barry Hughes 
  
 Additional Information: 

 
Brighton & Hove is in the top ten local authorities in the country for numbers of 
rough sleepers. These are just the ones you can see. There are thousands 
more people living in tents, cars, boats, hostels, and emergency and temporary 
accommodation. 
 
All people, homeless or not, are free and equal in dignity and rights. But in truth, 
rough sleepers are treated at best as a problem and at worst as a nuisance to 
be cleared away. The Homeless Bill of Rights 
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(http://www.homelessrights.org.uk) tries to make human rights real for those of 
us who are unfortunate enough to be homeless, by giving them respect, dignity 
and help in their struggle to survive. 
 
The most important right is the right to housing; but at the very least no-one, 
ever, should be forced to sleep rough.  
 
It has been adopted by six European cities including Barcelona. We want 
Brighton & Hove to become the first British city to adopt the Homeless Bill of 
Rights. 
 
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/adopt-the-homeless-bill-of-rights-for-brighton-hove 

  
4. PROCEDURE: 
 
4.1 The petition will be debated at the Council meeting in accordance with the 

agreed protocol: 
  

(i) The Lead petitioner will be invited by the Mayor to present the petition and 
will have up to 3 minutes in which to outline the prayer of the petition and 
confirm the number of signatures; 

 
(ii) The Mayor will then open the matter up for debate by councillors for period 

of 15 minutes and will first call on the relevant Committee Chair to respond 
to the petition and move a proposed response.  The Mayor will then call on 
those councillors who have indicated a desire to speak in the matter, 
before calling on the relevant Committee Chair to respond to the debate; 

 
(iii) An amendment to the recommendation in paragraph 2.1 of the report or to 

add additional recommendations should be submitted by 10.00am on the 
day of the meeting; otherwise it will be subject to the Chair’s discretion as 
to being appropriate.  Any such amendment will need to be formally 
moved and seconded at the meeting; 

 
(iv) After the 15 minutes set aside for the debate, the Mayor will then formally 

put:  
 
(v) (a) Any amendments in the order in which they are moved, and  

 
(b) The substantive recommendation(s) as amended (if amended). 
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