HOUSING & NEW HOMES Agenda Item 67(b)

COMMITTEE
Brighton & Hove City Council
Subject: Petitions
Date of Meeting: 2 March 2016
Report of: Head of Legal & Democratic Services
Contact Officer: Name: Caroline De Marco Tel: 29-1063

E-mail: caroline.demarco@brighton-hove.gov.uk

Wards Affected: All

FOR GENERAL RELEASE
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SUMMARY AND POLICY CONTEXT:

To receive the following petition signed by 1,851 people, presented at Council
on 28 January 2016.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

That the Committee responds to the petition either by noting it or writing to the
petition organiser setting out the Council’s views, or where it is considered
more appropriate, call for an officer report on the matter which may give
consideration to a range of options, including the following:

taking the action requested in the petition

considering the petition at a council meeting

holding an inquiry into the matter

undertaking research into the matter

holding a public meeting

holding a consultation

holding a meeting with petitioners

referring the petition for consideration by the council’s Overview and
Scrutiny Committee

= calling a referendum

PETITION

Solution Based Proposals to End Homelessness

We the undersigned petition Brighton & Hove Council to consider the
following solution based proposals, to end homelessness.

1. Every homeless person is vulnerable and should therefore be
considered in priority need, including those in temporary
accommodation.

2. The Housing First model should be expanded to offer housing to all of

the city's homeless people, offering adequate support to suit each
individual's needs.
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3. The Severe Weather Emergency Protocol (SWEP) should be
activated immediately, in any weather which threatens rough sleepers’
health, particularly the wet.

4. The council should activate the Extended Winter Provision of the
Severe Weather Emergency Protocol immediately. The emergency
shelters should be opened every night, over the winter and beyond.

5. Affordable social rents should be imposed on private landlords and
property investors, prioritising the provision of permanent homes until
everyone is securely housed.

6. Reform the LASPO act, to make squatting empty properties safe and
equitable for property owners and otherwise homeless people.

7. Because of the so-called 'first mover loses' phenomenon, it will be

necessary for local authorities around the country to work together, in
order to implement these measures nationally.
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